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2026 SOAR Program Application and Prepare To SOAR Academy Application 

 
Date/Time: Sunday, June 7th 3:30pm to Saturday, June 13th 12:00pm or Sunday, August 2nd 3:30pm to Saturday,  
        August 8th 12:00pm 
Location: UC Berkeley Foothill Student Housing Facility (2700 Hearst Ave. On the corner of Hearst Avenue and 
Gayley Road, see enclosed campus map A5-A6) 
Application Deadline: Post-marked on or before March 21st, 2026.  
 

Program Description 
SOAR for Youth was established in 2009 to help foster youths move through adolescence and into their adult lives 
with hope, confidence, and independence. Through a summer residential program and other activities throughout 
the year, SOAR for Youth provides sustained support to our young participants over a five – ten year period. Once 
selected each youth begins moving through four consecutive years of residential pre-collegiate summer academies 
(Prepare To SOAR, Learn To SOAR, Time To SOAR, SOAR to Your Future) at no cost to the participants. The 
fourth year (SOAR to Future) is two weeks long. Week one is SOAR to College, followed by an additional week 
created to provide exposure to vocational career opportunities (SOAR to Vocation). While at academy the young 
participants are closely supervised, coached, and counseled by caring and experienced adults.  In addition to the 
summer academies, activities throughout the year are planned to help participants stay connected with their peers 
and with SOAR for Youth staff. The curriculum includes: 
 

• Academic enrichment in critical subject-matter areas like writing and math. 
• College orientation and guidance. 
• Outdoor adventures where bonding and teamwork are key.  
• Life-skills training, including help with personal finance. 
• Career development, including job search and interview skills. 
• Connection to emancipation services and college scholarship programs. 

 
In 2012, SOAR added academic support services to help our young people achieve their long-term academic goals. 
In 2018, we added a paid Summer Internship Program to give our summer program graduates who are qualified 
opportunities to gain working experience in the fields of their professional interests. A new SOARing Forward 
Program launched in 2023 gives our young people additional support. With these new services, our young people 
receive sustained support from SOAR until they graduate from college. 
 

Program applicants (Bay Area Social Welfare foster youths in grades 5-8 now and entering 6-9 in the fall) must 
have demonstrated academic capability (GPA = 2.0 average or above), be adaptable to a group setting, and want to 
participate in SOAR for Youth activities themselves. Preference will be given to those who reside in the Bay Area.  
 

 
 
The following pages contain the necessary forms and waivers to be filled out by a legal guardian, social worker, 
CASA or legal counsel, with the full participation of the applicant.  Please complete and sign the pages marked 
with asterisks (*) on or before March 21st. If completed on paper, please send the pages marked with asterisks 
(*) to SOAR for Youth (PO Box 1291, Berkeley, CA 94701).  
Please do not send registered mail as it will slow down the process.  Selected youth will be notified in early April. 
 

Page 2 * Youth Information Page 8 & 9 * Waivers of Liability 
Page 3 * Adult Recommendation  Page 10 & 11 * Medication Release and Authorization 
Page 4 * Youth’s Short Essay Page 12 * Memo of Understanding  
Page 5 Prepare To SOAR Academy Schedule  Page 13 Things To Bring 
Page 6 & 7 Driving Directions and Campus Maps Page 14 *  School Transcript 

 

 
Consent Form for The Diana Screen® 

 
Commitment to Safety: At SOAR for Youth, we are dedicated to providing a safe environment for the 
children and teenagers in our care. The Diana Screen® is a computerized sexual risk screening tool that 
Abel Screening, Inc. developed to assist youth-serving agencies in evaluating candidates for staff, 
volunteer, and foster care positions. 
 
Consent Agreement 
I hereby consent to take The Diana Screen® as part of SOAR for Youth's employment/volunteer 
process.  
 
I understand that: 

1. Consent Requirement: Failure to consent to and complete The Diana Screen® may result in the 
denial of a position at SOAR for Youth. 
 

2. Anonymity of Responses: My Diana Screen® answers and result will only be identified in the 
computer by an applicant identification number. My name will not be entered into the 
computer nor provided to Abel Screening, Inc. 

 
3. Confidentiality of Individual Responses: Abel Screening, Inc. will not share my individual 

answers to the questions on The Diana Screen® with anyone at SOAR for Youth. 
 

4. Use of Answers for Scoring: My answers will be sent to Abel Screening, Inc. for scoring. 
 

5. Result Utilization: My result will be provided to SOAR for Youth and may be used as part of the 
agency's decision-making process regarding my suitability for working near, volunteering near, 
or providing foster care to SOAR’s participates. 

 
6. Research Purposes: Abel Screening, Inc. will use my answers, without my name, for research 

aimed at protecting children. 
 
Release of Liability 
I hereby release Abel Screening, Inc. and SOAR for Youth from all liability for any damages resulting 
from the use of The Diana Screen® in the selection process for positions involving direct work with, 
proximity to, or care for children and teenagers. This release is binding now and in the future on my 
heirs, assigns, associates, and personal representatives of any nature. 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Applicant's Printed Name                                     Signature                                                 Date 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Witness' Printed Name                                            Signature                                                Date 


